alla Romana

By Dick Lehr

CLOBE ISR

HOME — “This is what we call the Roman Forum, Spec-
tacular, ch™ Roberto Maccari stides his sunglasses slop his
head and swesps his hand to introduee o breathtaldng view of
five acres e siys vwas once “the palse of Bome, the center of
the old clty — palitical, religious, financial®

Maccar] has tnken ws up o steep hill toward & ploces over-
bocking the Forum. Hel leaning agalne o sboe raillig podot.
ing out crumbled marble columns and the remaing of boild-
s The Colossevm Jooms in the distance. It's all essentindly

The Roman Forom and its anclent neighbors are
stops on guide Roberto Maceari's tours of his ety

A native makes the Eternal City
breathe history and live in the noisy moment

rubshbe, but Maccard manages to bring msch of it back to life,
using a kind of verbal magie.

“We are walking [fie an emperor through an arch!® he says
s lader, leading my girlfricnd, Karin, and me dovn in-
i the Forum along a stroot whose big stones have bheen worm
smooth over centurks. The wnch |s the Arch of Septimios S
verus, bullt In the thind century AD by Severus’s sons o hopir
the emperor's conguests in Parthia, or what today s Imn.

It ia a0 peacefill hese.” For Maccard, the ancient
ruins seem to serve &8 o pefuge from the city streels abuas
with fael curs, soooters, and people. “You can come bere 100
s and see something new. There 8 &0 much here, the de-
talls, you kertra:”

Indeed, suscessinl waring can be all ROME, Page ME



