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When Oprah, Owen Wilson And
The Obamas Visit Italy They Travel
With Access Italy
Benjamin Liong Setiawan , CONTRIBUTORI cover style, travel, food, drink & all of
life's indulgences. Opinions expressed by Forbes Contributors are their own.
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Oprah Winfrey with the Amorico family of Access Italy: Simone, Eva, Angelo, and Marco.
How do Oprah, Owen Wilson and the Obamas visit Italy? They go with Access Italy.
Angelo Amorico and his two sons, Simone and Marco, run a luxury travel service that
creates private customized tours that highlight Italy's most exclusive experiences.
Oprah Winfrey calls Angelo Amorico her “favorite tour guide.” Owen Wilson and
his Zoolander 2cast members such as Ben Stiller and Penelope Cruz each had their
respective families do Italian excursions with Simone. Even President Obama and his
family worked with Access Italy to experience a private gelato making class.
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Simone Amorico with Owen Wilson at the Gladiator School
The Access Italy team, which has over 50 thoroughly vetted guides on their roster, is
more than just a private tour operator and concierge service. They bring to the table
their elevated taste level and extensive Rolodex. Having built relationships in the
region for decades, Access Italy does exactly what their name says. They provide
unique access to experiences that are sure to make for an unforgettable trip. If you
have limited time, their services are even more crucial because you’ll want to make the
most of your visit and focus on the best of the best.
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Oprah Winfrey hunting for truffles with Access Italy
Off the beaten path experiences are their specialty. For the food lover they can bring
you truffle hunting in the Piedmont countryside. If shopping is on your agenda, they
can give you a behind the scenes experience at the Fendi Palace, take you to some of
the fashion houses who have dressed style icons such as Audrey Hepburn and Grace
Kelly, and my idea of heaven is going to the headquarters of Brunello Cucinelli who
makes some of the most sumptuous clothing in all of Italy. Film buffs can tour Castello
degli Schiavi, which is the Sicilian villa of Don Corleone in The Godfather. They can also
leverage their deep connections to get you behind the velvet ropes at the
Vatican’s Sistine Chapel. Think of Access Italy as your best friend in town that not only
knows all of the top restaurants and the exclusive drinks spots with killer sunset views,
but they can actually get you those impossible-to-get reservations. They’ll even help
with accommodations at luxurious hotels such as the Grand Hotel Via Veneto in Rome,
which has its own Michelin star restaurant, or the Belmond’s Grand Hotel
Timeo and Villa Sant'Andrea in Taromino, Sicily. If you’re looking for a private villa, say
a chic abode decorated with Minotti, Armani Casa and Bottega Veneta home, they can
coordinate with Villaway to get you just the right property to suit your needs. Some of
their newest services include an exclusive shopping tour of Rome and a multi-day
private helicopter excursion of Tuscany to visit a few vineyards as well as a medieval
village.
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Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo in Taromino, Sicily
I chatted with Simone Amorico, co-founder of Access Italy, to learn more about what
makes their service so unique.

Benjamin Liong Setiawan: Access Italy connects your
guests to some of the best attractions, restaurants, and
hotels in the region. Tell me how Access Italy got started.
Simone Amorico: My father Angelo Amorico began as a driver
for luxury hotels in Rome over 30 years ago. He then started giving
private driving tours and in 2008 founded Access Italy with my
brother Marco and myself.
BLS: How did you and your brother get involved? And how
do you divide responsibilities?
SA: After college in the U.S., where we both lived for many years,
Marco and I both saw a huge opportunity in the luxury tourism
market for a couple of reasons: 1) Angelo had already a great
portfolio of VIP clients. 2) Affluent American travelers were often
disappointed with services in Italy. From there, we worked to
provide the best possible service and experiences throughout Italy.
We grew up being around Angelo's clients, so we understand exactly
how to deliver for the affluent traveler. Angelo still guides his
private clients. I’m out and about with clients, have relationships
with historic institutions and venues (Vatican, Colosseum, etc), and
I oversee the PR aspect of the business. Marco is also involved
personally with clients, but mostly looks over the strategic
operations part of the business. Marco and I were lucky enough to
live in the U.S. for many years and this helped us get a better
understanding of the culture, as well as the needs and expectations
of affluent American travelers.
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Simone Amorico with Ben Stiller in the Sistine Chapel
BLS: I hear that you've hosted some notable people in the
entertainment, business, and political spheres. Can you
elaborate?
SA: President Obama’s family. Owen Wilson, Penelope Cruz and
Ben Stiller in 2015 during the filming of Zoolander 2. We have
organized the private Sistine Chapel, pizza school, gelato making,
and tennis lessons. As a former pro tennis player I personally played
with Owen Wilson and Ben Stiller. Aaron Paul from Breaking
Bad in 2017. I took him to a behind the scenes tour of the Vatican.
My father Angelo has worked with Oprah Winfrey for many years.
We have taken her truffle hunting in Umbria, private tours of the

Vatican, wine tasting in Tuscany and much more. Angelo has been
her guide in Italy for over a decade. We have taken Gayle King to the
Amalfi Coast in 2016. We provided tours and also built a strong
relationship with Gary Keller, founder and chairman of Keller
Williams, in 2015 and again in 2018. He saw the private Sistine
Chapel, behind the scenes at the Vatican and closed-door access to
sites in Florence and Venice.
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Panoramic view of the Roman Colosseum
BLS: There are other hospitality operators out in the
market, but what makes Access Italy different?
SA: Access Italy’s tours are custom-created according to each
guest’s individual likings and offer unprecedented, private access to
leading cultural and culinary institutions, as well as hidden, local
gems. Knowledgeable and welcoming operators lead each tour, and
local lifestyle advisors are also available for guests to consult for
additional recommendations. Access Italy strives to create
experiences that are truly beyond ones imagination and stops at
nothing to delight and inspire each and every guest that they meet.
Access Italy offers 360° assistance to the traveler. We create entire
itineraries, covering all the travel services a client may require. This
brings an increased value to our experiences, which saves the clients
the time and stress that planning a trip can require, especially when
dealing with luxury standards. We have very strong hotel partners
around Italy too!
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Belmond Villa Sant'Andrea beach

BLS: What's the range of service and experiences guests
can request?
SA: Most of our guests request hotel reservations, private transfers,
exclusive activities, restaurant suggestions and bookings. It depends
on the guest. We always try to recommend what we think is best for
each individual/group, based on their specific interests. Each
reservation starts with a conversation where we gather as much
information as possible, so that we are able to tailor a customized
experience for every guest. This also means that we do not offer
standard programs to all of our guests and that one Access Italy tour
is rarely replicated for other clients.

Credit: Courtesy of Access Italy

Panorama of Piedmont vineyards and Barbaresco town
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